
 

 

  

Dear Colleague 

 

 On behalf of the Royal Academy of Science International Trust, it is a privilege to extend to you a 

cordial invitation to the Fourth International Day of Women and Girls in Science Forum, to be held at the 

United Nations Headquarters, New York City on 11 and 12 February 2019.  

  

 This High-Level Forum, focusing firmly on “Investment in Women and Girls in Science for 

Inclusive Green Growth”, is organized by the Royal Academy of Science International Trust and is co-

organized and co-sponsored by: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United 

Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the International Labour Organization (ILO), The African 

Union, Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, and the Permanent Missions to the United Nations of: 

Slovak Republic, Hungary, Portugal, Poland, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Viet Nam, San Marino, the 

Philippines, Cyprus, Tonga, Guatemala, Kenya and Zambia, as well as the Ministry of European Affairs and 

Equality of the Republic of Malta. 

 

 Over the past 25 years, the United Nations and its agencies have drawn the attention of the international 

community to the serious gender gap that affects science. The role that women should play in science at all 

levels has thus become a priority on the agendas of many national and international political institutions. Yet the 

advancement of women and girls in science has not only stalled but has started regressing with a widening of 

the gender gap in science. Reversing this trend and recognizing the rightful role of women, both as change agent 

and recipient of support in science will be indispensable in order to achieve the 2030 Development Agenda.   

    

 The third commemoration held on 8-9 February 2018 in New York UNHQ lead to an Outcome 

Document entitled “Equality and Parity in science for Peace and Development” endorsed by 23 Member 

States.  Paragraph 12 of the Outcome Document: “Welcome innovative approaches to catalyze additional 

domestic and international, private and public resources for the creation, development and diffusion of 
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innovation and technologies and associated know-how, including transfer of technology on mutually 

agreed terms, in order to promote the access and participation of women and girls, throughout their 

life cycle, in particular in developing countries”.    

   

 The Fourth International Day of Women and Girls in Science Forum aims to mobilize and 

connect the diverse funders and investors of the innovation pipeline and science with women in science 

(life / applied or social sciences). These include aid agencies, financial institutions, philanthropies, 

alliances in support of women entrepreneurs and women with expertise from a wide range of disciplines 

that are or can contribute to achieving the sustainable development goals.   

 

 The Forum will provide a first of its kind opportunity for policy-makers and women experts to 

propose an International Framework and Action Plan for Investment in Science for Inclusive Green 

Growth.  Interventions are required at a number of stages with policy tools as well as focused 

programmes to shift priorities, investments, perceptions on women’s and girls’ place in STI, and 

institute practical measures that directly respond to barriers that hinder women’s and girls’ continued 

success. The Forum will explore innovative ways to ensure coherence among the thousands of 

initiatives that are mushrooming to ensure scale and value added.   

   

 The purpose of this Forum is to harness the strategies, expertise and resources across the 

broadest spectrum of policy-makers, professionals, civil society and the private sector to move 

investment in women in science for inclusive green growth into the mainstream discourse, and to 

identify implementation gaps and co-create action plans. It is anticipated that this will spark sustained 

public demand for lasting political action within the UN Intergovernmental processes and other 

international, regional and national fora.  

 

 A special session on ‘Girls in Science for Sustainable Development’ will be convened by young 

change-makers and passionate devoted advocates of  girls in science from around the world to present 

their vision of the use of science to achieve sustainable development goals.  

 

 Relevant documentation and the agenda for the Forum are constantly updated and are available 

on the official website for the International Day of Women and Girls in Science at: 

www.womeninscienceday.org 

  

Looking forward to welcoming you at the United Nations Headquarters. 

  

 Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Princess Nisreen El-Hashemite, BSc MSc MD PhD 

Executive Director 

Royal Academy of Science International Trust  

 

 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20160, New York NY 10017, USA; E-mail: admin@womeninscienceday.org ; Tel: +1-917-530-6627 
Official Website: www.womeninscienceday.org ; Official Twitter: @WomenScienceDay  


